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The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force has released a new study (PDF) which shows 
that support for Proposition 8 was driven more by party affiliation and frequency of church 
attendance than by race, as has been previously speculated. 
 
An in-depth analysis of the Proposition 8 vote released today shows that party affiliation, political 
ideology, frequency of attending worship services and age were the driving forces behind the 
measure’s passage on Nov. 4. The study finds that after taking into account the effect of religious 
service attendance, support for Proposition 8 among African Americans and Latinos was not 
significantly different than other groups. Through a precinct-by-precinct analysis and review of 
multiple other sources of data, the study also puts African-American support for Proposition 8 at 
no more than 59 percent, nowhere close to the 70 percent reported the night of the election. 
Finally, the study shows how support for marriage equality has grown substantially across almost 
all California demographic groups — except Republicans.  
 
The study was written by Patrick J. Egan, Ph.D., assistant professor of politics and public policy 
at New York University, and Kenneth Sherrill, Ph.D., professor of political science at Hunter 
College, CUNY. Egan and Sherrill reviewed pre- and post-election polls, and precinct-level voting 
data from five California counties with the highest number of African-American voters. The study 
was commissioned by the Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund in San Francisco, and released under 
the auspices of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Policy Institute.  
 
Another excerpt from the press release:  
 
Since the passage of Proposition 8, much has been said about the supposed dramatic opposition 
to marriage equality among African Americans, fueled by National Election Pool (NEP) figures 
based on sampling in only a few precincts that erroneously indicated 70 percent of California’s 
African Americans supported Proposition 8. The study found that when religious service 
attendance was factored out, however, there was no significant difference between African 
Americans and other groups. In other words, people of all races and ethnicities who worship at 
least once a week overwhelmingly supported Proposition 8, with support among white, Asian and 
Latino frequent churchgoers actually being greater than among African Americans. 

 


