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GAY TASK FORCE HOSTS RECOGNITION DINNER NOV. 3

The Maotional Gay ond Leskion Task Force will honar Jerry
Chasen, leanard Pitts jr., and U.5. Rep. Dabbie Wasserman
Schuliz [DFL) af its 11th Anoual Miom! Recagnifion
Dinner this Soierdoy, Mov, 3, ol the IntesContinentol
Miami, This event recognizes individwals For  their
oulstanding confribulicns to the social, cultural, polifical
and humanitarion neads of the lesbian, gay, biseual and
transgender LGHT) communily. Tickets and information are
available af www.1huTn:lan.qrg,-"m'wm|' or h‘r Wﬂing
305.571.1924.

Lounched i 1997, the Recognition Dinner quickly cemented
ifs ploce os the premier event for uniting fhe cammunity and
henoring individuals and arganizafions for their achisvemnnts
and effarts in fostering equal rights for LGET peaple. Ovar
the past decode, it hos become o vital source of funding
far crganizations sarving the LGBT community. To date, the

Miami Recognilion Dinner and it sister evend, Winler Party
Fastival hawve raized well cver $1.5 million,

The event stearing committes [ expecling this yeor's
Recognifion Dinnar foe be the most successhul to date,

“Presicdent Bill Clinton mode o surprise oppearonce of our
YIF raception ot year, so we are anlicipating a sharp
incraose in VIP ficket sales for 2007, " said Cindy Brown,
whe cochairs the event with Richard Pater Whorion,

The Recognition Dinner features hwo pre-dinner codkiail receptions
fone exchisively for VIP tickakholdars), an awands eeremany during
dinnar and dancing following the program. A slent ouction will
include an ariginal painting crented for the oconsion by lecol arést
oal, as well as mimensus #sms in colgories ranging Fom ovel
aridd spa Fedmenk iz meak and the performing ares,

2007 HUMANITARIAN AWARD:
LEOMARD PITTS JR.

The 11th Annwal Miami Recognition Dinner will take
ploce on Salurday, Mav. 3, bugillning at ¥ p.m,, ot the
InterContinental Miomi, located of 100 Chopin Plaza.
Tickets are available for o donation F $190. VIP tickets
are 3300 and include entrée to the YIF ceckail reception
and preferred seating af the dinner. As the Task Force is
a 301 |eli3} nenprokit organizalion, donations are tox
deductible s parmissible under low.

All procesds from the Miami Recognition Dinner
benafit organizations serving the LGBET community, The
Task Force donaotes two-thirds of the net procesds to
the MiomiDode UGBT community through o granting
progrom  odministered by the Dade Commuenily
Foundation. The remaining onethird of the procesds
helps fund the Task Farce’s effarts to achiewe squality
far all LGBT people.

2007 NATIOMNAL LEADERSHIP AWARD:
LLS. REP. DEBBIE WASSERMAM SCHULTI
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Jerry Chasen has been on ordent supporler of many
organizalions hat serve MiomiDode's LGBT community.

He hos contributed time, money ond pmfamunuinnrhm.

ko graups fike Project YES, Miomi Gay & Lesbian Eilm
Festival, Migmi Gay Men's Chorus, the MamiDode
Dade, He was tha first membar of the national beard
of directors of Lambda Legal Defense & Education Fund
from the Sauth Florida area.

Chosen wos the driving force in brokaring  fhe
arrangement between the Tosk Force and Dode
Community Foundation, allowing the Tosk Faree o
assume ownarship of tha Recognition [hnner and
Winter Party Festivol. The agreement hos resulted
in nearly o halfmillion dallars granted 1o loeal
grganizations in the post three yoors,

Chosan served an the board of the Plonned Giving
Council of Miami-Dade’County for more than o decode
ond sarved os its presidant as wall os on the stearing
committes for ils Leave o LEQI'.‘IC}" Caompaign. He was
vico-chair of the boord of bustees of the Museum of
Contemporaty Art and prasently sits on tha hoard of
the Friends of the Bass Museum.

Through his firm, Chosen hos esioblished The
Advisers Project, o national effar! 1o encourage and
ampower advisors fo tolk with their clients about their
valuas, interests and passions. Such discussions tend,
in tuen, bo encourage charitable contribufions. Warth
magazine includad him in iz “Top 100 Attornays in
the United States” for 2005 and 2006,
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the insightful, semafimes controversial, words of Leonord

it Ir., whe has preven o be an urwevering chompsion of

faimess ond equality. For years, he has spoken out againsl
diserimination, with: several columns devoted b0 onfigay

hins and bigatry. In a 2007 column obeut the mililary's

“Don't Ask, Don't Tell* policy, Pitls siaked, “¥ being forced 1o
hicda whe you are s @ humiliating thing, | fhink i Wiimatedy
says morn about o sociehy then oboat the prople wha mowve
through @ fike shadows, seen but not really sean... How

many gay preaches, police, ballpkaysrs, adminals and
genenas hove it come forward before we get i##*

The respanse ko his column on the Sape. 11, 2001, aftocks,
“Wh'll Go Forword From This Moment,” an angry and
defiont open letser ko the ferrorisss, circulated the globe via
the Imarmetl and gensrated upswaand of 30,000 emails.

Amang the rumerous honoes beskowed upon Fills, he wes
awardad the Pulitzer Prize for Commensory in 2004 ond was
a finalist for fhe Pulitesr Prize in 1992, The Gery & Leshion
Alliance Agoinst Defomaticn presented him o2
Miadia fawvand as "Owistonding Mewspoper Columai* Also
in 2002, the Malienal Society of Mewspaper Coo nnists
awardad Pitts its inougural “Cohumaist of the Year” oward,
In 2003 and 2004, Fitts was o visifing professor feaching
journalism al Hamplon Linkversity in Hompton, Va. In 2005
and 20068, he was o purnalism pnufuw:i‘ﬂhiﬂ Uninver sty
in Athens, Ohio, ond af Yirginio Commonwealth Liniversity
in Richrmand, Vo,

Pitts" book, Becoming Dad: Black Man and the Jowrney
1o Fatherhaad, chronicles his own expariences as well

as provides o poignont occount of the meaning of black
fathechood in the U5,

Debbie ‘\Wasserman Schultiz has spent the lost 14
yaars sarving the peaple of Sauth Florida, first as the
younges! womon elected fo the Florido Legishature,
and now ot o U5, Represaniotive from Florida’s 20th
Congressicnal District,

Wosserman Schultz has ahwaps been o vocal advocate
for aquality, as illustrated by ber role a3 cosponsor of
the: Employment Man-Discrimination Act. A porticipant
in Forl louderdole’s 2007 Stonewall Street Felival, she
sid, “We want to moke sure that paople mderstond it
doesn’t matter whether you're gay or shaight, we should
all stand for folerance and di\trsifr and uhdurﬂun:lihg.
It doasn't matter whather it's the civil rights of the
gay community, Africor-Americon community or the
Hispanic community. Yau can never rest when (| comes

1o promofing and standing up for civil rights.”

Her first ferm in Congress was marked with nobable
sucoess for o frashmon minarity membar, She wos one of
the key leaders in the Terri Schiavo debate, challanging

* President Bush and arguing forcefully thal Congress

wold 36t @ dongerous procedent iF the legislative branch
aftempied o circumvant previcus cowrt decisions. She
possed a resalulion calling on the president fe declora
a Jowish Amaricon Hertoge Manth, alang with seweral
key amendmants fo legiskation protecting childran fram
sl predators ond prodecting waomen and childran
from legislofion thot would have oullowed warning
labels on feod containing high levels of mercury,

As pori of o broader sockel justice movement, The Tosk Force
whhmumﬁmmhdhm&hfdﬁumn
auprassion ard identity and creaies oppartunity for oll. Heod:
cuarterad in Washingion, D.C_, The Task Force olso has of
ficas in Mew York City, Los Angales, Miami, Minnsapelis, and
Cambridge. For odditional infarmition: wwow thebaskhores ong



