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Our country is facing a major issue and 52 young Americans are out to do something about it. Currently, over 200 universities and colleges across the U.S. ban openly Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender (GLBT) students and faculty. Imagine, you could be expelled for loving someone. This is simply not acceptable. 

In March, 52 young adults from across the country (including one from the U.P.) will venture out on the 2007 Equality Ride. Taking a page from the books of Dr. King and Gandhi, the tag line for the Equality Ride reads: Freedom for GLBT people from religious and political oppression through the practice of relentless nonviolent resistance. 

These extremely brave young people will be visiting 32 schools over a 50- day period and challenging these oppressive and discriminatory policies. They will be stopping at schools like Baylor, Bob Jones University, Bethany Lutheran, Notre Dame, Brigham Young, Pepperdine and Calvin College in Grand Rapids. 

Equality Ride has gained the support of numerous national organizations, including the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, The Human Rights Campaign, Service Members Legal Defense Network, Metropolitan Community Church, Freedom to Marry, and Log Cabin Republicans. 

The Equality Ride is love in action. By creating an open and honest dialogue with administrators and students at schools with these discriminatory policies, the riders lay the foundation for genuine understanding and compassion. These riders deserve the respect and support of all Americans. 

Though they are outstanding examples of American youth making a difference, they need our help. In order to bring a message of peace, love, inclusion and acceptance to others, Soulforce (the organization behind Equality Ride) incurs massive expenses. You can help. By donating to Soulforce to sponsor a rider, you can help bring the messages of love and equality to America. All donations are completely tax deductible. Head on over to www.soulforce.org/equalityride to learn more. 

While I am not directly associated with Soulforce or the Equality Ride, a good friend of mine is one of the 52 riders and has asked me to do everything I can to help. No effort is too small, and everything helps. 

I’d like to leave you with a quote from Dr. John Corvino, ethics professor at Wayne State University. “I want you to judge people not by who they love, but by whether they love.”



