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National Marriage Coalition Switches Tactics


February 26, 2007


By the Associated Press
Alliance for Marriage
AP - The group that spearheaded the push for a federal constitutional amendment banning gay marriage has reset its sights on state legislatures.
 
The Washington-based Alliance for Marriage is building a nationwide network of state lawmakers who would support such an amendment, the group’s leaders said in an interview with the Associated Press on Monday, a day before they planned to unveil their new effort.
 
They said they consider it a temporary setback that the November midterm elections resulted in a congressional leadership unsympathetic to their cause. Ultimately, three-fourths of the state legislatures would have to approve a federal constitutional amendment.
 
“We believe the day is coming when the Marriage Protection Amendment will be sent to the states,” said Bob Adams, vice president of the alliance. ”The time to organize for that is now, not 10 years down the road.”
 
Matt Daniels, the group’s founder and president, acknowledged the results of the November elections forced the Alliance for Marriage to look beyond Washington for supporters.
 
”There is no question that the shift in the balance of power in Washington has, for the time-being, made it difficult to reintroduce the federal amendment in Congress,” he said.
 
But, he noted, voters in the states have continued to approve ballot questions opposing gay marriage. Arizona was the only state where voters rejected such a measure.
 
He and Adams said their group is the only one working to organize state legislators.
 
”There is a vacuum out there,” said Adams, who is building lists of supporters and plans to help the lawmakers share strategies for success across state lines.
 
Arline Isaacson, co-chair of the Massachusetts Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus, said she agrees with Daniels that there is little likelihood of a federal ban passing the current Congress. She also acknowledged that anti-gay marriage forces have had great success in individual state legislatures, 45 of which already have passed laws or constitutional amendments prohibiting gay marriage.
 
Isaacson said the anti-gay marriage groups ”are extremely well-funded and very well-organized. I don’t doubt they will happily pour those resources into preliminary organization of the states.”
 
Adams wouldn't say how much they’ll spend but admitted it will be ”expensive” to try to reach and recruit lawmakers all over the country.
 
Adams said his group wants states with statutory bans to adopt the tougher-to-overturn constitutional amendments.
 
Massachusetts is the only state in the country that allows same-sex marriage. Connecticut, New Jersey and Vermont allow civil unions for same-sex couples.
 
Massachusetts lawmakers voted on the final day of the last legislative session to allow a proposed constitutional amendment against gay marriage to receive further consideration during the current session.
 
Isaacson said the Massachusetts Legislature’s next vote on the anti-gay marriage amendment ”will be a pitched battle.”
 
”We are fighting with everything we’ve got to preserve our marriage rights,” she said, admitting that pro-gay marriage supporters do not currently have enough votes to prevent the amendment’s passage.
 

