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EDITORIAL

Hate crimes and self-hate 
The American Family Association tells the truth about ‘homosexual activists,’ and a Georgia lesbian puts all of our families at risk. 

Friday, March 02, 2007
There’s an adage that even a broken clock is right twice per day.

So I guess I shouldn’t be too shocked that the American Family Association actually told the truth near the end of a recent “legislative alert” denouncing the many evils of a pending federal hate crimes bill:

“Right now the homosexual activists are winning.”

Of course we are. Americans may remain divided over gay marriage, willing to pass simplistic constitutional amendments to limit access to this vital institution. But on most other issues, public opinion is already decided in favor of gay equality, especially among younger people who will be the next leaders of the country.

Last March, a national poll of 1,405 adults by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press found 60 percent of respondents favor allowing gays to serve openly in the military — and support rises to 72 percent among respondents younger than age 30.

The trend was similar on gay adoption. In the 2006 poll, 48 percent opposed allowing gays to adopt, down from 57 percent in 1999. Some 46 percent of respondents last year said they support gay adoption (the rest had no opinion), but among respondents younger than 30, support rises to 58 percent.

And the tide may be turning on marriage as well. The Pew poll found that only 51 percent of all respondents opposed gay marriage — down from 63 percent in 2004.

NUMBERS LIKE THESE must strike fear in the hearts of religious right leaders, who feel their stranglehold on the national agenda and even the Republican Party beginning to loosen.

Perhaps that’s the motivation behind increasingly desperate measures like the hysterical attacks on a federal hate crimes bill, HR 254, sponsored by Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Texas).

While the particulars of the measure are worthy of debate, the concept is hardly groundbreaking. Only five states — Georgia, Indiana, Arkansas, South Carolina and Wyoming — currently have no hate crime law, and a hate crime bill was introduced in the Georgia General Assembly last week.

But listen to just some of what the American Family Association says will happen if the federal measure wins approval, or, as they say, “what homosexual activists are trying to force on every American”:

· Preaching that homosexuality is a sin from the pulpit will result in the preacher being charged with “hate speech.” 

· Classes promoting the homosexual lifestyle will be included in school curricula beginning with the lower grades. 

· Homosexual marriage will be legalized and recognized in all states. 

· Adoption by homosexuals will be legalized in every state. 

· Polygamy will be legalized. 

These are their descriptions, in their own words. And the list goes on.

The AFA includes the caveat “HR 254 will not, in and of itself, accomplish these goals,” but says “it will open the door to such regulations.”

“Once the elephant gets its trunk under the tent, the way is open for the elephant to move inside and do whatever he wants,” the group explains, in an oddly Republican-themed metaphor.

If that’s the case, then this is one elephant that gay people need to get behind in a big way. Who knew that we could win passage of the entire “gay agenda” (plus even a few items we don’t want) with just this one bill?

SADLY, WHILE the AFA’s claims may be comical, the issue of hate crimes isn’t funny at all.

Last week marked a disheartening anniversary for gay Atlanta. Feb. 21 was the 10th anniversary of the bombing of the Otherside Lounge, a now-defunct lesbian bar in Midtown, and state Sen. Vincent Fort (D-Atlanta) timed the introduction of his new hate crime bill to coincide with the somber milestone.

The same day as the Otherside anniversary, a young female college student in Boulder, Colo., was punched and kicked in the head after reportedly telling a man she met outside a local bar that she was a lesbian and rejecting his sexual advances. Police said the attack may be a hate crime.

Two days later, last Friday, Andrew Anthos died in Detroit from injuries he suffered in a Feb. 13 attack that left the 72-year-old man paralyzed from the neck down. While riding a city bus, a man asked Anthos if he was gay. The man then followed Anthos to his apartment building, and beat him with a metal pipe. Local and national gay groups — including the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force, which volunteered to pay Anthos’ burial expenses — have denounced the attack as a hate crime.

Michigan’s hate crimes law does not include sexual orientation. If it did, Anthos would likely still be dead. But at least prosecutors would have an additional tool to make sure his attacker, if apprehended, pays as severe a price as possible for such a heinous crime.

If self-hating were a crime…Sara Wheeler would be guilty. 

She is the lesbian biological mother at the center of a second-parent adoption case that the Georgia Supreme Court luckily decided this week not to take up. (See story, page 6).

Sara Wheeler and Melody Wheeler had a child together through artificial insemination, with Sara as the biological mother. The couple solidified Melody’s relationship with their daughter through a procedure known as second-parent adoption, where Melody adopted the girl with Sara’s consent, without Sara giving up her parental rights.

It’s the same legal route my partner and I used with our two little girls, trying to give them at least some of the security that children with straight married parents get automatically — regardless of whether they use donor insemination to conceive.

But when Sara and Melody broke up, Sara went to court to try and get the adoption overturned in a case that ultimately risked destroying the entire concept of second-parent adoption in this state.

How unbelievably selfish, and self-hating. If Sara truly believes that Melody is an unfit parent, then go to court and argue to have her visitation limited based on very specific charges. Don’t devalue the relationship you once had — and by extension, all gay couples and adoptive parents — by trying to exploit the lack of clear legal protections for all of our families.

It may be an unfair burden for people in the midst of a painful break-up, but we owe it to each other not to lash out in ways that damage the entire gay community.
Your own family may be destroyed, but don’t destroy ours, too.

